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' Mark Davie, *
(1 , 400030; 2 Brighan Young University, USA;
3 , 310036)
M ark D avies COCA
36 , 1990 2007 18 ,
: COCA ;
:H319 3 :B : 1001-5795 (2008) 05-0027-0007
(Size) (Seed) (A nnotation)
1 (Davies, 2005:301) QOCA
COCA— (Compusof Contanporary A- 36 ;
merican English) (htp: / Mww. americancompus org/) , ,
Brighan YoungUniversity M ark Davies 36 108GB, 8 24GHz '
’ CLAW S7 QOCA
’ 18 (1990 2007
. ) , 2000 ,
COCA 2008 2 20
25 140
AACL-2008 (American A sociation for Compus L inguis- COCA
tics) , M ark Davies :
COCA , ,
’ ( Tablel) Table 2
Table 3
COCA ) ) )
Table 1
(SPOK) (FC) (MAG) (NEWS) (ACAD)  1990- 1994  1995- 1999  2000- 2004 2005 - 2007
« ) 76 6 69 6 78 1 73 4 720 102 1 102 3 102 9 62 4
, , , Brighan Young U niversity
Mark Davies Brighan Young U niversity
: 2008-02-18, : 2008-03-17——2008-07-30
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Table2 COCA

(types) (lemmas) Hapaxes
370, 691, 937 147,093 2,297, 689 2,436, 450 1,455, 301 22,136, 258
Table 3 ( 42 )
2
9 ) (11 )
SFOK: ABC 13,132,214 || MAG: AfricAmer 3,357,201 GOCA ( Figure 1)
SFOK: GBS 10, 702,932 || MAG: Children 2,228,071 1 (A), (The Corpus of Con-
SFOK: ONN 18,579,309 || MAG: Entertain 3,479,537 temporary American English (COCA) ) (M ark Davies/
SFOK: FOX 3,883,546 [ MAG: Financial 5,311, 157 Brighan Young U niversity) 3 ,
SFOK: Indep 4,513,182 || MAGWamenMen 5, 858, 827 “ " (B), “
SFOK:M SNBC 809,105 || MAG: Hame/Health 12,963, 244 " (C) “ " (D),
SFOK: NBC 4,009,442 |[ MAG: Navs/Opin 15,843, 590 Figure 1 “laugh [n* ]’ “
SFOK:NPR 15,315, 470 || MAG: Religion 3,009, 200 " (B) " (D)
SFOK: FBS 5,623,129 [ MAG sci/Tech 9,881, 440 (C)
(9 ) MAG: Soc/Arts 6,696, 799 21 (B)
ACAD: Education 6,409,519 || MAG Sorts 9,440, 869 « " ,
ACAD: Geng/ Socci 12,928, 300 (8 ) (D ISAALY) (SEARCH STRNG)
ACAD: Hisbry 10, 367,436 || NBW S Edibrial 4,063, 608 (SECTDN) (C]_ ICK TO SEE OP-
ACAD: Humanities 9,629,214 || NENSLIife 12, 883, 821 TONS)
ACAD: Lav/Polsci 7,887,439 || NBNSMic 24,691, 477 211 (D ISPALY)
ACAD: M edicine 4,512,889 |[ NENV SMoney 6,295, 632 (D ISPALY) (CHART)
ACAD:M i 3,358,303 || NEAV'SNavs Intl 3,731,400 (L IST) (COM PARE WORD'S)
ACAD: Phil/Rel 5,902,797 || NENV S Newvs Local 5,237,152 ( SECTONS) NO,
ACAD: Sci/Tech 12,087,448 || NEW S News Natl 5,318, 754 (DRT) (FREQUENCY) | ©)
NEN S Sorts 11,162, 901 . , (CHART) ’
(5 ) FIC: Juvenile 2,794,394
FIC: Gen (Book) 14,266,742 || FIC:Movies 9,208, 596 ’
FIC: Gen (Jml) 28,894,677 || FIC: sciFi/Fant 14, 456, 959 (CHART) ' (WORD (S))
(L1sT) ,

| THE CORPUS OF CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN ENGLISH (COCA)
1 Mark Davies / Brigham Young University e !

" CHART ® LIST ) COMPARE WORDS
SECTIONS ~NO (9] SORT mELsvance

ACADEMIC SEMIC PART OF SPEECH: NO LIMITS (HELP)
- SECTION NO LIMITS

MIN FREQ MIN FREQ CLICK ON TITLE FOR MORE CONTEXT
10 v 10 1 1990 FIC | BkGen:PillarLight hit me from behind with a club. * Joshua gave a short, mirthiass laugh, knowing st that mo ment they had lost. Ta
~ Bl 2 1991 FIC  Atlantic QoIng to continue. Then he said, with thet same mirthicas, shudderng laugh, * | could have made him feel less lor
GROUP BY WORDS - 3 1991 FIC  KenyonRev though # were irrepressible, she would give a cacide of laughter, & laugh ot once mirthiass and breathiess yet witf
Cabniy o aq b Bl ¢ 1991 FIC  BkSF:DragonReborn enough to dear us of any wrongdy " The Amyrin barked » mirthiess lauah. * You think so, do you, child? It m.
ol e o S 1991 FIC  BkSF:Outiander sad. p249 * Of Randall? * xmﬁn,mm * [ don't need any further evidence as to his characte
s e 6 1991 FfIC BkGen:LoveMoney were 1o Joe Girard, the good citue gave » mirthicss lawah. * My roommate s a twenty-year-old who shot t
7 1992 FIC  AntiochRev # all, derwes everything, shrugging his skunny shoulders, gigghng hs mirthicss lanah. the usus! mannensms -~ pict
8 1993 FIC  AntiochRev " # " Redeeming' * | echoed with an involuntary but mirthiess lawah. * And what is redeeming about #? * # ~ Thor
9 (1995 FIC  KenyonRev building, quickly as Jeannette could manage; Mrs. Harth laughed a dry mirthiass laugh, arm tight through Jeannet
\_ 10 1996 SPOK  ABC_Nightline addressed that. I'm afraid, Mr. Prince, that that mirthicss lauah is 9oing to have to- is going to have to do as  res

= )
Figure 1 ‘laugh [n* ]’
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SEE CONTEXT: CLICK ON WORD (ALL SECTIONS), NUMBER (ONE SECTION), OR [CONTEXT] (SELECT)

Figure 2
(COM PARE WORDS)

(DISRLAY)
REL EVANCE ( )
) 3 ,
), RELEVANCE (
( )

(ORT)
SORT(
FREQUENCY (
), ALPHABETICAL
(REL EVANCE)

( anpty words)
(RELEVANCE)
, (M utual

Infoimation) M)

) (RELEVANCE)
, rob  steal
rob steal ,
FREQUENCY ( )

ALPHABETICAL ( )

(SECTONYS) YES ,

Figure 2 LIST SECTONS
[@l] C ,
212 (SEARCH STRNG)
(SEARCH STRNG)

(CONTEXT)

YES

(WORD
(9)
(USER L ISTS)

(POSLIST)

WORD(S) ]
[ s - H

-select- N : |

CONTEXT A s @

POS LIST

Figure 3
2121

(SEARCH STRNG)
(WORD (9))

(WORD (S))  ([1])

9 , 9

2122 (CONTEXT)

9/
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[HELP...]

[ tall]
(CONTEXT) ,
CONTEXT , (rz1m
([317041),
(WORD (9))
(131 CONTEXT
(WORD (S)) ,
(14D CONTEXT
, 4
9 0
CONTEXT (WORD (9))
, 0
2123 (POSL IST)
(PosLIsT)  ([51)
, POSL IST
(POSL IST) 39 ,
2124 (USERL ISTS)
(SEARCH STRNG) :
(USER L ISTS)
, C
213 (SECTON)
(SECTON) ,
(Genre) (Year), ,
IGNORE ,
Ctrl
: CHART C SEE ALL
SECTONS
MN FREQ
, 10
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22 (C)
214 (CLICK TO SEEOPTIONYS) (B) LIST 100
(CL ICK TO SEE OPTONY) « ) “ Jaugh [n* ]' (CONTEXT *
, 1 GROUPBY ( ) DISALAY ( 5, ORT RE_EVANCE, Sec-
) RAVEL ISTS( ) #HHITS( ) tion 1 MN FRREQ 10)
HDEOPTONS Table4 ‘' laugh [n*]’ 5
2141 (GROUPBY) CONTEXT ToT ALL % MI
(GROUP BY) 5 : LEMMAS 1 M RTHL ESS 21 59 35 59 7 68
WORDS NONE BOTH WORDS BOTH LEMMAS, ) THROATY 5 37 1376 6 73
WORDS LEMMAS , 3 RUERUL 19 278 6 83 6 03
4 CACKL NG 12 176 6 82 6 03
;. WORDS ; NONE 5 HEARTY 94 1448 6 49 598
CLAW S ; QONTEXT laugh 5
( ) , BOTH WORDS BOTH LBEM- )
MAS , . , 5 TOT laugh
5 ( mirthless)
2142 (DISRLAY) JALL ( mirthless)
(DISLAY) 4 " RAW FREQ ( % TOT ALL : M (M utual Infornation)
) PERML ( ) RAW FREQ + ( mirthless  laugh( ) ,
) PERM L + ( ) CONTEXT
C , TOT , Figure 1 D (
, B ) CONTEXT ,
DISALAY CHART SECTIONS YES QONTEXT, D
2143 (RAVELISTY) (#H TS , D
(SAVE L IST9) (c) (B) CHART
( USER L ISTS), Figure 5
(#1179 100, 100 B DISAAY QOMPAREWORDS
C , C COM PAREWORD S
, 1000 ‘roh [v* ] ‘ seal [v* ], CONTEXT
SEE CONTEXT: CLICK ON WORD (ALL SECTIONS) OR NUMBER (SPECIFIED SECTION) [HELP...] ~
WORD 1 (W1): ROB (50.0% WORD 2 (W2): STEAL (50.0% i
1 | BANKS L 112 ! 5 04?6 o i, 121 | 71 V‘WVCARS 15§ 4 0.97 1.95
2 BANK | {97977' L?i 7703’{ o 71.-54 [ % 7@'&7 = = 4_4145 12 2 70."9777 1.94
3 | sToRe — | e | 10 | o087 | 174 |5 e - 258 | 10 0.96 193 |
4 | GUNPOINT [ [ n 0.81 1.62 4 | roop 120 | s 0.96 1.93
5 | VICTIMS 14 | 5 0.74 1.47 | s | TRUCK 47 B 0.92 1.84
| 6 SLEEP 11 | = 0.73 1.47 { 6 B FATHER 38 3 0.90 1.81
7 | pace 14 | 7 0.67 1.33 | 7 | mve 6 | 7 0.90 1.81
8 | RAPE | 10 | S 0.67 1.33 8 | MILLIONS 47 5 0.90 1.81
9 HOUSE 37 19 0.66 1.32 ‘ 9 | $ 7156 17 0.90 1.80
10 GROCERY [ 11 7 0.61 1.22 10 | DRUGS 43 6 0.88 1.76 =
Figure 4 #51f] “rob. [v * ]’ il ‘steal. [ v * |’ f45 R
CLICK ON BARS FOR [ GOOGLE ] IN CONTEXT (HELP)
____SECTION | SPOKEN | FICTION | MAGAZINE | NEWSPAPER | ACADEMIC 1990-1994 | 1995-1999 | 2000-2004 | 2005-2007
|
SEE ALL SECTIONS
| |-
PER MIL 4.8 0.7 9.7 11.2 2.6 0.0 0.0 458 27.0
SIZE (MW) 76.6 69.6 78.1 73.4 73.0 103.1 102.3 102.9 62.4
FREQ 366 | 46 755 825 188 0 1 491 1688 |
Figure 5 7 Google 7£ FL A IEALH LA K P4/~ 8] B PN F) 43 4 45 51
03
;,
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Table5 (WORD(Y9)) ' ’
jumbo  ft landing (9 )
borrow / lend / LIst SHOW SECTONS
fairly * fairly * s ; :fairly  *
un* ly un ly unlikely, unusually; *
[slip]. [v*1] slip sipped slip slipping  dips
* heart * heart heart heart
PR r n run, munning, ran ; ?
[ sing] sing sing, singing, sang vNg
[ = publish] publih = s publish, circulate, announce
QOCA
[ =publish] publish announce, circulated, publishes
[ =knock] the door the door knock slan, hit, crack, pound, bash
thick [nn* ] thick FOSL IST
un*ed [j*] un ed united, unexpected, unprecedented, unidentified,
dis*. [v? d] dis disoovered, disgppeared, discussed
dis* [v? d] dis ( ) district had, disease had
My [+ ] ly ly
My [r*] vy [j*] ly ly highly unlikely, enviormentally friendly, potentially deadly
[xx] * without not/n't + +without ) * [v*]
it’s[j* ] that is 's s
itis[v*] that we[w*] CHART 85
that
D[v*]ornoto[v*] ‘ o beornot © be' [v*] 5 :be do buy tell engage
(w*] * ino[v2 g] inbV/-ing fool you in thinking, talked him inb going, trick people
ino thinking

[ =clean]. [v* ] the [n* ] clean the wiped the sveat, mopping the floor

“[nn* ], 0 3

ob  steal 3 23 (D)
, (©) :
, 3 SECTON D , 29
, MN FREQ 10, M N 4 :
FREQ 4, 10 , ,
4 , )
0 ,
(Figure 4) ob  banks 112 120 ,
(W1), seal banks 5 W2), w1 KW IC
0 96(PERC-1),PERC-1 b b steal
(50%) 1 91(SOORE) 3

“ ’ ‘ i
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GOCA * 1", CONTEXT (121 “Inx], o (I3]
‘ Google’ QOCA [4]) 5, SEARCH
, , chip 5 ,
(WORD (9)) Google SEARCH chooolate, computer, chip, cookies  Intel
, LIST ( 2180 ) Table 6,
DISFLAY ( ) CHART( )
, Google 33
(Figure 5) 4 COCA
: , (PER ilet
ML) : : , “[v*] * wilet ,
Google Google ue flush [ ORT] RA-
google EVANCE
'SEE ALL SECTIONS ,  Google “ distinguish [v* ]" ( CHART )
, distinguish 6
Google WORD (9 “[j*] action’,
Google SECTON 1 FIC, SECTION 2 ACAD,
, (SECTON) action ,
10
31
, terrorisn
‘ * ferrorisn’ terrorisn (Davies, 2008)
, “ [v* ] terorisn’ “or
terrorisn
, , C v ] [HELR.. ] )
* terrorisn’ terrorisn More infomation
) *
FOSL IST RESET ,
COCA 39 , RESET
http: //ucrel lancs ac uk/ 4
clavsrtags himl, QOCA 41
CLAW S/ , ,
137
[] : :
32 ,
Figure 3 WORD (S) (r1y) “ chip. [n , ,
Table 6
WORD (S) [1] QONTEXT [2] [3]/[4] ORT Function
study [n* ] [i*] 1/0 RELEVANCE study present, recent
with. [v*] 1/0 FREQUENCY with
[ =beautiful] [ =flower] 5/5 BOTH WORD S beautiful flower
snall little [nn*] 0/3 RE.EVANCE snall little 3
gound [n* ] floor [n* ] [i*1] 3/0 RE.EVANCE gound  floor 3
statesnan politician [i*] 2/0 FREQUENCY statesnan  politician 2
de*. [wi* ] SECTDN 1= ACAD SECTDN 2=FC de
[ =snart] SECTON 1 = NENS  SECTDN 2=FIC snart
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B (ORT), C
COCA , Concordance
, , one one another
lenmas, [borowv] [ lend] pron PERS( ) pron NDF( )
COCA , 13248 44
, QOCA , CLAW 7 QOCA
Mark Davies QOCA
BNC  Time Compus( ht- brovn [np* ] brown [j* ]
tp: //compus byu edu/) Google Yahoo
, |
COCA ( )
‘R ;W ordcruncher
;WordSnith COCA [1] Davies Mark The 360 millionword Compusof Contemporary
, M ark Davies American English (1990 - 2007) [A ]. Unpublished manu-
(Davies 2007; Davies 2008) COCA <ript  Pgper presented at American A sociation for Compus
L inguistics, 2008
, [2] Davies Mark (forthcoming) Relational databases as a ro-
COCA bust architecture for the analysis of word frequency[A]. In
, AHRC ICT M ethods Netwvork: Expert Saminar on L inguis-
tics Word Frequency and Keyword Extraction[ C], ed
42 Davn Archer A shgate
COCA [3] Davies Mark Samantically-based querieswith a jointBNC/
(user-friendly) WordNet database[A ]. In Compus Linguistics wenty-five
SEARCH STRNG QONTEXT  POSLIST CL ICK TO yearson, ed Roberta Facchinetti Amsterdam: Rodopi,
SEEOPTIONS 2007: 149 - 167.
[4] Davies Mark The advantage of using relational databases
COCA BNC for large copora geed, advanced queries, and unlimited
(BNC 70 ), D Conr annotation[ J]. Intemational Journal of CompusL inguistics,
cordance WordSnith 2005, 10

A Good Platfom for English Teachers and L earners

the Cormpus of Contemporary American English (COCA)
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Abstract: The article isan introduction 1o the Corpusof Contemporary American English (COCA) that is created by
Prof Mark Davies This compus contains 360 million words of the materials published in America from 1990 to 2007,
and it is the largest balanced English copus The Compusof Contamporary American English is free for researchers and
English leamers o use online
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